
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review of the Roundtable Measurement and Assessment of 
Circularity in the Context of the ISO Standards for Circular Economy 

 
Circular Economy Switzerland, Intep and the Swiss Association for Standardization (SNV) invited to 
the online workshop “Introduction to the measurement and assessment of circularity and circularity 
performance” on June 15, 2021. There was a thematic introduction to the core issues of the circular 
economy, as these are currently being developed as standards in the ISO Technical Committee 
TC323. Furthermore, the status and central topics of the upcoming ISO standard 59020 
measurement and assessment of circularity were presented in more detail. Participants learned 
essential aspects of the role of the international ISO standards with regard to the implementation of 
circular economy in organizations and specifically on the subject of "measuring and assessing 
circularity". Two exciting presentations were given by René Wasmer (SNV) and Nadja Lavanga 
(intep). In the subsequent discussion, challenges and possibilities for measuring and assessing 
circularity based on the experiences of the participants were exchanged. 

 

Break-out sessions and in-depth topics 

In 13 parallel online breakout sessions, the participants dealt with at least 2 of the following 4 
questions: 

1) What do you expect from the new ISO standard on circular economy? 
2) Which fields of action for measuring and assessing circularity do you see in relation to your 
organization? 
3) Where do encounter specific challenges for your organization in the measurement and 
assessment of circularity? 
4) Which tools for measuring and assessing circularity do you know or have you already used?  
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Results and insights from the breakout sessions 

• With over 80 registered participants from Switzerland and abroad, the event met with a 
gratifying high level of interest. 

 
• For professionals who deal with circular economy, the subject of measuring and assessing 

circular economy approaches is of great relevance. 
 
• It was expressed that many organizations are faced with similar challenges while a variety of 

branch-specific questions were put on the table. E.g. with regards to the availability of data, 
finding and implementing circular strategies as a prerequisite for measurement and 
assessment, etc. 

 
• There is great need for a common understanding of terms in connection with the circular 

economy. The question of how “circular economy” and “sustainability” relate to one another 
and where / how an organisation can take the first steps also arises repeatedly. In addition 
to ISO 59020, all these topics are very strongly focused in the ISO standards 59004 and 
59010, in order to create clearly understandable guidelines for users. An internationally 
recognized and consistent terminology as a basis is already in place in the advanced 
drafting-stage. Internationally recognized standards such as the ISO 59000 series will help 
organizations to achieve their circular economy goals more quickly and efficiently and to 
compare their solutions with expected good practices. 
 

• The participants expect that a globally harmonized and broadly based procedure for 
measuring and assessing circularity should help to draw comparisons, e.g. between 
companies, within a branch or between economic regions. 
 

• Implementation challenges can include the limited availability of data (communication along 
the supply chain). There are also specific questions about assessing the reusability of 
products. Standards can provide respective support, e.g. through the so-called "Product 
Circularity Data Sheet", the development of which began in 2021. It is clear, also branch-
specific standards are required. 
 

• Various tools for measuring or assessing circular economy approaches are already known or 
have already been used. The majority of participants rate them critically: Economic factors 
are regularly nottaken into account  in existing tools. It would also be central that the 
assessment is made in relation to business models or is based on clear objectives and 
strategies. Social aspects are still neglected. There is also a need for support in 
communicating the added value of circular economy products / services. (Note: The ISO 
standard includes the consideration of social aspects and gives instructions; it pursues the 
triple bottom line and value chain perspective under the «Contribution to sustainable 
development» performance principle.  
 

• It was also emphasized that more political and financial incentives are needed for the 
circular economy, as large up-front investments are often necessary. Better incentives are 
also seen as necessary to mobilize stakeholders and their cooperation for circular economy 
solutions and to accelerate knowledge transfer. 
 

• The importance of an easily understandable and implementation-oriented language of the 
ISO standard was emphasized, as well as the desire for instructions for implementation in 
practice, which are particularly well suited for the SME landscape. The SNV and Swiss 
experts are specifically committed to these issues. Relevant standards are required which 
are highly valued by interested parties and which are widely used due to their internal and 
external benefits.  



Links 

The status of the ISO standards for circular economy can be seen via the following links: 

Note: In the development phase, the exact title of the standard may differ from the actual draft 
version. The terms used in the lecture are reflecting current status. 
 

TC 323 Overview 
https://www.iso.org/committee/7203984.html 

TC 323 Work program 
https://www.iso.org/committee/7203984/x/catalogue/p/0/u/1/w/0/d/0  
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